
Empowering professionals to help Ohio farm families 

Join OSU Extension and the Ohio Farm Transition Network for this 20-hour 
training to become a certified farm transition coordinator through the 
International Farm Transition Network (IFTN). This training is for professionals 
who work with farm families to strategically plan for the future transition of 
their farm's assets and management.

Who Should Participate
Ag Industry Professionals | Accountants | Attorneys | Extension Educators | Farm Coaches | Financial 
Advisors | Lenders | Mediators | Tax Professionals

 APRIL 
20-22, 2026 

Secrest Arboretum 
Welcome and 

Education Center
2122 Williams Road

Wooster, Ohio Registration and program details can be found at: go.osu.edu/IFTN

Training Includes
Farm transition basics | Barriers to succession | Farm family communication | Family goal setting | Facilitation 
tools | Handling fair vs equal inheritance issues | Financial considerations of transition | How to be an 
effective farm transition coordinator | Real farm case studies

Certified Farm Succession 
Coordinator Training 

Event Sponsors

FARM FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND POLICY INSTITUTE

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ai2LLSqGHzZLmuO


Registration Details

Succession planning is not only about the transfer of assets, but also about the transfer of labor, skills, 
and decision making. It requires financial analysis to ensure the business can support the goals of all the 
members and requires planning and communication skills. Many farm businesses are realizing the 
importance of creating a succession plan and the value of a skilled facilitator to lead the process of 
clarifying their goals and ideas, exploring options, and coordinating communication. A facilitated 
process can lead to better informed business planning and estate planning decisions. 

This 20-hour training will offer participants insight on the barriers to farm succession, strategies for 
working with families, facilitation tools to guide the process, and opportunities to consider real-life 
examples of farm transfer conflicts. Upon completion of the training, registrants are eligible to complete 
a certification exam to become a Certified IFTN Farm Succession Coordinator.

The training will be held at the Secrest Arboretum Welcome and Education Center in Wooster, Ohio on 
Monday, April 20 (8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.), Tuesday, April 21 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) and Wednesday, April 22 
(8 a.m. to 12 p.m.). Lunch will be provided each day as well as dinner on Monday. Tuesday evening 
dinner is on your own.

Training Details 

IFTN Certified Farm Succession Coordinator Training 

OSU Extension, Nationwide, Ohio Corn and Wheat, Ohio Soybean 
Council, Ag Credit, Farm Credit Mid-America, Ohio Farm Bureau and 
OSU's Farm Financial Management and Policy Institute.

The early-bird registration fee is $900 per person before February 1, 2026 and $999 thereafter. 
The class is limited to the first 30 professionals registered. Pre-registration is required by March 15, 
2026. The fee covers program materials, lunch each day, dinner on Monday evening, and a 
complimentary one-year membership to the International Farm Transition Network.  Registration 
can be made at go.osu.edu/IFTN. 

A hotel block has been secured at the Hilton Garden Inn located at 959 Dover Road in Wooster, 
Ohio for $138/night (plus applicable taxes). Reservations can be made at:  
group.hiltongardeninn.com/emmmkw or by calling 330-202-7701 using the group code: IFTN.

Instructors for this training include Joy Kirkpatrick (Farm Succession 
Outreach Specialist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison) and Kiley 
Fleming (Executive Director of the Iowa Mediation Service). Both have 
been instructors for this training for over a decade and have extensive 
experience in human resources, facilitation, and mediation.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, 
visit  cfaes.osu.edu/nondiscrimination. For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 

Event Sponsors

CONTACT
David Marrison—Extension Field Specialist, Farm Management
740-722-6073 | marrison.2@osu.edu

"The training has helped me 
become more confident in 

succession planning and to look 
more at the big picture of 

succession planning needs. The 
tools provided are very useful in 

guiding conversations."

—PAST PARTICIPANT

Ohio State University Extension is part of The Ohio State University College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences.

https://group.hiltongardeninn.com/emmmkw

