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Changes to Ohio’s All-Purpose Vehicle Laws 

From House Bill 2, enacted 4/1/2009 and effective 7/1/2009 

 

Provided by OSU Agricultural & Resource Law Program 

 

*Note:  Underlined words show new language added to the Ohio Revised Code by this bill, while stricken 

words have been removed from the Ohio Revised Code by this bill.  The new laws will be posted within the Ohio 

Revised Code at http://codes.ohio.gov/orc.  

Criminal trespass using an APV 

Ohio Revised Code Sec. 2911.21   

(A) No person, without privilege to do so, shall do any of the following:  

(1) Knowingly enter or remain on the land or premises of another;  

(2) Knowingly enter or remain on the land or premises of another, the use of which is lawfully restricted to 

certain persons, purposes, modes, or hours, when the offender knows the offender is in violation of any such 

restriction or is reckless in that regard;  

(3) Recklessly enter or remain on the land or premises of another, as to which notice against unauthorized 

access or presence is given by actual communication to the offender, or in a manner prescribed by law, or by 

posting in a manner reasonably calculated to come to the attention of potential intruders, or by fencing or other 

enclosure manifestly designed to restrict access;  

(4) Being on the land or premises of another, negligently fail or refuse to leave upon being notified by signage 

posted in a conspicuous place or otherwise being notified to do so by the owner or occupant, or the agent or 

servant of either.  

(B) It is no defense to a charge under this section that the land or premises involved was owned, controlled, or 

in custody of a public agency.  

(C) It is no defense to a charge under this section that the offender was authorized to enter or remain on the land 

or premises involved, when such authorization was secured by deception.  

(D)(1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of criminal trespass, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

(E)(2) Notwithstanding section 2929.28 of the Revised Code, if the person, in committing the violation of this 

section, used an all-purpose vehicle, the court shall impose a fine of two times the usual amount imposed for the 

violation.  

(3) If an offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more violations of this section or 

a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, and the offender, in committing each violation, used an all-
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purpose vehicle, the court, in addition to or independent of all other penalties imposed for the violation, may 

impound the certificate of registration and license plate of that all-purpose vehicle for not less than sixty days. 

In such a case, section 4519.47 of the Revised Code applies.  

(E) Notwithstanding any provision of the Revised Code, if the offender, in committing the violation of this 

section, used an all-purpose vehicle, the clerk of the court shall pay the fine imposed pursuant to this section to 

the state recreational vehicle fund created by section 4519.11 of the Revised Code.  

(F) As used in this section, "land:  

(1) "All-purpose vehicle" has the same meaning as in section 4519.01 of the Revised Code.  

(2) "Land or premises" includes any land, building, structure, or place belonging to, controlled by, or in custody 

of another, and any separate enclosure or room, or portion thereof.  

 

Registration and licensing of APVs  

Ohio Revised Code Sec. 4519.02 

(A) Except as provided in divisions (B), (C), and (D) of this section, no person shall operate any snowmobile, 

off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle within this state unless the snowmobile, off-highway 

motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle is registered and numbered in accordance with sections 4519.03 and 4519.04 

of the Revised Code.  

(B)(1) No registration is required for a snowmobile, or off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle that is 

operated exclusively upon lands owned by the owner of the snowmobile, or off-highway motorcycle, or all-

purpose vehicle, or on lands to which the owner of the snowmobile or off-highway motorcycle has a contractual 

right.  

(2) No registration is required for an all-purpose vehicle that is used primarily on a farm as a farm implement.  

(C) No registration is required for a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle owned and 

used in this state by a resident of another state whenever that state has in effect a registration law similar to this 

chapter and the snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle is properly registered under that 

state's law. Any snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle owned and used in this state by a 

resident of a state not having a registration law similar to this chapter shall comply with section 4519.09 of the 

Revised Code.  

(D) No registration is required for a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle owned and 

used in this state by the United States, another state, or a political subdivision thereof, but the snowmobile, off-

highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle shall display the name of the owner thereon.  

(E) The owner or operator of any all-purpose vehicle operated or used upon the waters in this state shall comply 

with Chapters 1547. and 1548. of the Revised Code relative to the operation of watercraft.  

(F) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates division (A) of this section shall be fined not 

more less than twenty-five fifty dollars but not more than one hundred dollars. If the offender previously has 
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been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A) of this section, whoever violates division (A) 

of this section shall be fined not less than twenty-five nor more than fifty dollars.  

Sec. 4519.03.  (A) The owner of every snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, and all-purpose vehicle required 

to be registered under section 4519.02 of the Revised Code shall file an application for registration with the 

registrar of motor vehicles or a deputy registrar, on blanks furnished by the registrar for that purpose and 

containing all of the following information:  

(1) A brief description of the snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle, including the year, 

make, model, and the vehicle identification number;  

(2) The name, residence, and business address of the owner;  

(3) A statement that the snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle is equipped as required by 

section 4519.20 of the Revised Code and any rule adopted under that section. The statement shall include a 

check list of the required equipment items in the form the registrar shall prescribe.  

The application shall be signed by the owner of the snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose 

vehicle and shall be accompanied by a fee as provided in division (C) of section 4519.04 of the Revised Code.  

If the application is not in proper form, or if the vehicle for which registration is sought does not appear to be 

equipped as required by section 4519.20 of the Revised Code or any rule adopted under that section, the 

registration shall be refused, and no registration sticker, license plate, or validation sticker shall be issued.  

(B) On and after July 1, 1999, no certificate of registration or renewal of a certificate of registration shall be 

issued for an off-highway motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle required to be registered under section 4519.02 of 

the Revised Code, and no certificate of registration issued under this chapter for an off-highway motorcycle or 

all-purpose vehicle that is sold or otherwise transferred shall be transferred to the new owner of the off-highway 

motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle as permitted by division (B) of section 4519.05 of the Revised Code, unless a 

certificate of title has been issued under this chapter for the motorcycle or vehicle, and the owner or new owner, 

as the case may be, presents a physical certificate of title or memorandum certificate of title for inspection at the 

time the owner or new owner first submits a registration application, registration renewal application, or 

registration transfer application for the motorcycle or vehicle on or after July 1, 1999, if a physical certificate of 

title or memorandum certificate has been issued by a clerk of a court of common pleas. If, under sections 

4519.512 and 4519.58 of the Revised Code, a clerk instead has issued an electronic certificate of title for the 

applicant's off-highway motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle, that certificate may be presented for inspection at the 

time of first registration in a manner prescribed by rules adopted by the registrar.  

(C) When the owner of an off-highway motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle first registers it in the owner's name, 

and a certificate of title has been issued for the motorcycle or vehicle, the owner shall present for inspection a 

physical certificate of title or memorandum certificate of title showing title to the off-highway motorcycle or 

all-purpose vehicle in the name of the owner if a physical certificate of title or memorandum certificate has been 

issued by a clerk of a court of common pleas. If, under sections 4519.512 and 4519.58 of the Revised Code, a 

clerk instead has issued an electronic certificate of title for the applicant's off-highway motorcycle or all-

purpose vehicle, that certificate may be presented for inspection at the time of first registration in a manner 

prescribed by rules adopted by the registrar. If, when the owner of such an off-highway motorcycle or all-

purpose vehicle first makes application to register it in the owner's name, the application is not in proper form 

or the certificate of title or memorandum certificate of title does not accompany the registration or, in the case 

of an electronic certificate of title, is not presented in a manner prescribed by the registrar, the registration shall 
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be refused, and neither a certificate of registration nor a registration sticker, license plate, or validation sticker 

shall be issued. When a certificate of registration and registration sticker, license plate, or validation sticker are 

issued upon the first registration of an off-highway motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle by or on behalf of the 

owner, the official issuing them shall indicate the issuance with a stamp on the certificate of title or 

memorandum certificate of title or, in the case of an electronic certificate of title, an electronic stamp or other 

notation as specified in rules adopted by the registrar.  

(D) Each deputy registrar shall be allowed a fee of two dollars and seventy-five cents commencing on July 1, 

2001, three dollars and twenty-five cents commencing on January 1, 2003, and three dollars and fifty cents 

commencing on January 1, 2004, for each application or renewal application received by the deputy registrar, 

which shall be for the purpose of compensating the deputy registrar for services, and office and rental expense, 

as may be necessary for the proper discharge of the deputy registrar's duties in the receiving of applications and 

the issuing of certificates of registration.  

Each deputy registrar, upon receipt of any application for registration, together with the registration fee, shall 

transmit the fee, together with the original and duplicate copy of the application, to the registrar in the manner 

and at the times the registrar, subject to the approval of the director of public safety and the treasurer of state, 

shall prescribe by rule.  

Sec. 4519.04.  (A) Upon the filing of an application for registration of a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, 

or all-purpose vehicle and the payment of the tax therefor, the registrar of motor vehicles or a deputy registrar 

shall assign to the snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle a distinctive number and issue 

and deliver to the owner in such manner as the registrar may select, a certificate of registration, in such form as 

the registrar shall prescribe. Any number so assigned to a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose 

vehicle shall be a permanent number, and shall not be issued to any other snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, 

or all-purpose vehicle.  

(B)(1) In addition to the certificate of registration, the registrar or deputy registrar also shall issue to the owner 

of the a snowmobile, or off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle a registration sticker. The registrar shall 

prescribe the color and size of the sticker, the combination of numerals and letters displayed on it, and 

placement of the sticker on the snowmobile, or off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle.  

(B) Upon receipt of a certificate of registration for a snowmobile, the owner shall paint or otherwise attach upon 

each side of the forward cowling of the snowmobile the identifying registration number, in block characters of 

not less than two inches in height and of such color as to be distinctly visible and legible.  

(2) The registrar or deputy registrar also shall issue to the owner of an all-purpose vehicle, in addition to the 

certificate of registration, one license plate and a validation sticker, or a validation sticker alone when applicable 

upon a registration renewal. The license plate and validation sticker shall be displayed on the all-purpose 

vehicle so that they are distinctly visible, in accordance with such rules as the registrar adopts. The validation 

sticker shall indicate the expiration date of the registration period of the all-purpose vehicle. During each 

succeeding registration period following the issuance of the license plate and validation sticker, upon the filing 

of an application for registration and payment of the fee specified in division (C) of this section, a validation 

sticker alone shall be issued.  

(C) Unless previously canceled, each certificate of registration issued for a snowmobile, off-highway 

motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle expires upon the thirty-first day of December in the third year after the date it 

is issued. Application for renewal of a certificate may be made not earlier than ninety days preceding the 

expiration date, and shall be accompanied by a fee of five thirty-one dollars and twenty-five cents.  
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Notwithstanding section 4519.11 of the Revised Code, of each thirty-one dollar and twenty-five-cent fee 

collected for the registration of an all-purpose vehicle, the registrar shall retain not more than five dollars to pay 

for the licensing and registration costs the bureau of motor vehicles incurs in registering the all-purpose vehicle. 

The remainder of the fee shall be deposited into the state treasury to the credit of the state recreational vehicle 

fund created by section 4519.11 of the Revised Code.  

Sec. 4519.08.  Any snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle owned or leased by the state, 

by any of its political subdivisions, or by any volunteer organization that uses such vehicles exclusively for 

emergency purposes shall be registered free of charge. The registration number and registration sticker assigned 

to each such snowmobile, or off-highway motorcycle, or and the license plate and validation sticker assigned to 

such an all-purpose vehicle, shall be displayed as required by section 4519.04 of the Revised Code.  

Sec. 4519.09.  Every owner or operator of a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle who is 

a resident of a state not having a registration law similar to this chapter, and who expects to use the snowmobile, 

off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle in Ohio, shall apply to the registrar of motor vehicles or a 

deputy registrar for a temporary operating permit. The temporary operating permit shall be issued for a period 

not to exceed fifteen days one year from the date of issuance, shall be in such form as the registrar determines, 

shall include the name and address of the owner and operator of the snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or 

all-purpose vehicle, and any other information as the registrar considers necessary, and shall be issued upon 

payment of a fee of five eleven dollars and twenty-five cents. Every owner or operator receiving a temporary 

operating permit shall display it upon the reasonable request of any law enforcement officer or other person as 

authorized by sections 4519.42 and 4519.43 of the Revised Code.  

Sec. 4519.10.  (A) The purchaser of an off-highway motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle, upon application and 

proof of purchase, may obtain a temporary license placard for it. The application for such a placard shall be 

signed by the purchaser of the off-highway motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle. The temporary license placard 

shall be issued only for the applicant's use of the off-highway motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle to enable the 

applicant to operate it legally while proper title and a registration sticker or license plate and validation sticker 

are being obtained and shall be displayed on no other off-highway motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle. A 

temporary license placard issued under this section shall be in a form prescribed by the registrar of motor 

vehicles, shall differ in some distinctive manner from a placard issued under section 4503.182 of the Revised 

Code, shall be valid for a period of thirty days from the date of issuance, and shall not be transferable or 

renewable. The placard either shall consist of or be coated with such material as will enable it to remain legible 

and relatively intact despite the environmental conditions to which the placard is likely to be exposed during the 

thirty-day period for which it is valid. The purchaser of an off-highway motorcycle or all-purpose vehicle shall 

attach the temporary license placard to it, in a manner prescribed by rules the registrar shall adopt, so that the 

placard numerals or letters are clearly visible.  

The fee for a temporary license placard issued under this section shall be two dollars. If the placard is issued by 

a deputy registrar, the deputy registrar shall charge an additional fee of two dollars and seventy-five cents 

commencing on July 1, 2001, three dollars and twenty-five cents commencing on January 1, 2003, and three 

dollars and fifty cents commencing on January 1, 2004, which the deputy registrar shall retain. The deputy 

registrar shall transmit each two-dollar fee received by the deputy registrar under this section to the registrar, 

who shall pay the two dollars to the treasurer of state for deposit into the state bureau of motor vehicles fund 

established by section 4501.25 of the Revised Code.  

(B) The registrar may issue temporary license placards to a dealer to be issued to purchasers for use on vehicles 

sold by the dealer, in accordance with rules prescribed by the registrar. The dealer shall notify the registrar 

within forty-eight hours of proof of issuance on a form prescribed by the registrar.  
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The fee for each such placard issued by the registrar to a dealer shall be two dollars plus a fee of two dollars and 

seventy-five cents commencing on July 1, 2001, three dollars and twenty-five cents commencing on January 1, 

2003, and three dollars and fifty cents commencing on January 1, 2004.  

Sec. 4519.44.  (A) No person who does not hold a valid, current motor vehicle driver's or commercial driver's 

license, motorcycle operator's endorsement, or probationary license, issued under Chapter 4506. or 4507. of the 

Revised Code or a valid, current driver's license issued by another jurisdiction, shall operate a snowmobile, off-

highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle on any street or highway in this state, on any portion of the right-of-

way thereof, or on any public land or waters.  

(B) No person who is less than sixteen years of age shall operate a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-

purpose vehicle on any land or waters other than private property or waters owned by or leased to the person's 

parent or guardian, unless accompanied by another person who is eighteen years of age, or older, and who holds 

a license as provided in division (A) of this section, except that the department of natural resources may permit 

such operation on state controlled land under its jurisdiction when such person is less than sixteen years of age, 

but is twelve years of age or older and is accompanied by a parent or guardian who is a licensed driver eighteen 

years of age or older.  

(C) Whoever violates this section shall be fined not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars, 

imprisoned not less than three nor more than thirty days, or both.  

Sec. 4519.47. (A) Whenever a person is found guilty of operating a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or 

all-purpose vehicle in violation of any rule authorized to be adopted under section 4519.21 or 4519.42 of the 

Revised Code, the trial judge of any court of record, in addition to or independent of any other penalties 

provided by law, may impound for not less than sixty days the certificate of registration and license plate, if 

applicable, of that snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle. The court shall send the 

impounded certificate of registration and license plate, if applicable, to the registrar of motor vehicles, who shall 

retain the certificate of registration and license plate, if applicable, until the expiration of the period of 

impoundment.  

(B) If a court impounds the certificate of registration and license plate of an all-purpose vehicle pursuant to 

section 2911.21 of the Revised Code, the court shall send the impounded certificate of registration and license 

plate to the registrar, who shall retain them until the expiration of the period of impoundment.  

Sec. 4519.59.  (A)(1) The clerk of a court of common pleas shall charge a fee of five and retain fees as follows:  

(a) Fifteen dollars for each certificate of title, or duplicate certificate of title, including the issuance of a 

memorandum certificate of title, authorization to print a non-negotiable evidence of ownership described in 

division (D) of section 4519.58 of the Revised Code, non-negotiable evidence of ownership printed by the clerk 

under division (E) of that section, and notation of any lien on a certificate of title that is applied for at the same 

time as the certificate of title. The clerk shall retain two eleven dollars and twenty-five fifty cents of the that fee 

charged for each certificate of title, four dollars and seventy-five cents of the fee charged for each duplicate 

certificate of title, all of the fees charged for each memorandum certificate, authorization to print a non-

negotiable evidence of ownership, or non-negotiable evidence of ownership printed by the clerk, and four 

dollars and twenty-five cents of the fee charged for each notation of a lien.  

(b) Five dollars for each certificate of title with no security interest noted that is issued to a licensed motor 

vehicle dealer for resale purposes. The clerk shall retain two dollars and twenty-five cents of that fee.  
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(c) Five dollars for each memorandum certificate of title or non-negotiable evidence of ownership that is 

applied for separately. The clerk shall retain that entire fee.  

(2) The remaining two dollars and seventy-five cents charged for the certificate of title, the remaining twenty-

five cents charged for the duplicate certificate of title, and the remaining seventy-five cents charged for the 

notation of any lien on a certificate of title fees that are not retained by the clerk shall be paid to the registrar of 

motor vehicles by monthly returns, which shall be forwarded to the registrar not later than the fifth day of the 

month next succeeding that in which the certificate is forwarded or that in which the registrar is notified of a 

lien or cancellation of a lien.  

(B)(1) The registrar shall pay twenty-five cents of the amount received for each certificate of title and all of the 

amounts received for each notation of any lien and each duplicate certificate that is issued to a motor vehicle 

dealer for resale and one dollar for all other certificates of title issued into the state bureau of motor vehicles 

fund established in section 4501.25 of the Revised Code.  

(2) Fifty cents of the amount received for each certificate of title shall be paid by the registrar as follows:  

(a) Four cents shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit of the motor vehicle dealers board fund created in 

section 4505.09 of the Revised Code, for use as described in division (B)(2)(a) of that section.  

(b) Twenty-one cents shall be paid into the highway operating fund.  

(c) Twenty-five cents shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit of the motor vehicle sales audit fund 

created in section 4505.09 of the Revised Code, for use as described in division (B)(2)(c) of that section.  

(3) Two dollars of the amount received by the registrar for each certificate of title shall be paid into the state 

treasury to the credit of the automated title processing fund created in section 4505.09 of the Revised Code, for 

use as described in divisions (B)(3)(a) and (c) of that section.  

Sec. 4519.63.  (A) The registrar of motor vehicles or the clerk of the court of common pleas, upon the 

application of any person and payment of the proper fees fee, may prepare and furnish title information 

regarding off-highway motorcycles and all-purpose vehicles in the form and subject to any territorial division or 

other classification as they may direct. The registrar or the clerk may search the records of the bureau of motor 

vehicles and the clerk regarding off-highway motorcycles and all-purpose vehicles and make furnish reports 

thereof, and make copies of their title information and attestations thereof those records under the signature of 

the registrar or the clerk.  

(B)(1) Fees therefor for lists containing title information shall be charged and collected as follows:  

(A)(a) For lists containing three thousand titles or more, twenty-five dollars per thousand or part thereof;  

(B)(b) For searches each report of a search of the records and written reports thereof, two dollars for each name, 

number, or fact searched or reported on;  

(C) For copies of records and attestations thereof, two dollars per copy except that on and after October 1, 2009, 

the fee shall be five dollars per copy. The registrar and clerk may certify copies of records generated by an 

automated title processing system.  
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Such copies (2) A copy of any such report shall be taken as prima-facie evidence of the facts therein stated in 

any court of the state. The registrar and the clerk shall furnish information on any title without charge to state 

highway patrol troopers, sheriffs, chiefs of police, or the attorney general. The clerk also may provide a copy of 

a certificate of title to a public agency without charge.  

(C)(1) Those fees collected by the registrar as provided in division (B)(1)(a) of this section shall be paid to the 

treasurer of state to the credit of the state bureau of motor vehicles fund established in section 4501.25 of the 

Revised Code. Those fees collected by the clerk as provided in division (B)(1)(a) of this section shall be paid to 

the certificate of title administration fund created by section 325.33 of the Revised Code.  

(2) Prior to October 1, 2009, the registrar shall pay those fees the registrar collects under division (B)(1)(b) of 

this section into the state treasury to the credit of the state bureau of motor vehicles fund established in section 

4501.25 of the Revised Code. Prior to October 1, 2009, the clerk shall pay those fees the clerk collects under 

division (B)(1)(b) of this section to the certificate of title administration fund created by section 325.33 of the 

Revised Code.  

(3) On and after October 1, 2009, the registrar shall pay two dollars of each fee the registrar collects under 

division (B)(1)(b) of this section into the state treasury to the credit of the state bureau of motor vehicles fund 

established in section 4501.25 of the Revised Code. Of the remaining three dollars of each such fee the registrar 

collects, the registrar shall deposit sixty cents into the state treasury to the credit of the trauma and emergency 

medical services fund established in section 4513.263 of the Revised Code, sixty cents into the state treasury to 

the credit of the homeland security fund established under section 5502.03 of the Revised Code, thirty cents into 

the state treasury to the credit of the investigations fund established in section 5502.131 of the Revised Code, 

one dollar and twenty-five cents into the state treasury to the credit of the emergency management agency 

service and reimbursement fund established in section 5502.39 of the Revised Code, and twenty-five cents into 

the state treasury to the credit of the justice program services fund established in section 5502.67 of the Revised 

Code.  

(4) On and after October 1, 2009, the clerk of the court of common pleas shall retain two dollars of each fee the 

clerk collects under division (B)(1)(b) of this section and deposit that two dollars into the certificate of title 

administration fund created by section 325.33 of the Revised Code. The clerk shall forward the remaining three 

dollars to the registrar not later than the fifth day of the month next succeeding that in which the transaction 

occurred. Of that remaining three dollars, the registrar shall deposit sixty cents into the state treasury to the 

credit of the trauma and emergency medical services fund established in section 4513.263 of the Revised Code, 

sixty cents into the state treasury to the credit of the homeland security fund established under section 5502.03 

of the Revised Code, thirty cents into the state treasury to the credit of the investigations fund established in 

section 5502.131 of the Revised Code, one dollar and twenty-five cents into the state treasury to the credit of 

the emergency management agency service and reimbursement fund established in section 5502.39 of the 

Revised Code, and twenty-five cents into the state treasury to the credit of the justice program services fund 

established in section 5502.67 of the Revised Code.  

 


